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T his was not your ordinary 
groundbreaking. Lubavitch 
rabbis with long beards and 

yeshivah students, both in black hats 
and garb, danced with community 
leaders July 10 as dirt was shoveled 
symbolically at the  site of the new 
Harry and Wanda Zekelman campus 
of the Lubavitch Yeshiva and Mesivta 
in Oak Park.

The $3 million complex with its 
two 25,000-square-foot buildings is 
one of the largest private school con-
structions in the state, providing jobs 
and expected to attract more students 
from around the world. 

The campus, to be completed in 
fall 2012, was funded by Alan and 
Lori Zekelman of Bloomfield Hills 
in honor of his late parents, who 
believed in the importance of Jewish 
education. 

The buildings, on about 4 acres at 
15151 W. 10 Mile Road in Oak Park, will 
replace the original campus on 9 Mile, 
which still will house the community’s 
synagogue and elementary school.

The first new building will be dedi-
cated to classrooms and learning; the 
second will be a dormitory. The campus 
will serve up to 180 male high school 
and yeshivah students and eventually 
180 boarding students.

Currently, students come from 10 
countries and 17 states. About 75 per-
cent are boarders, including some from 
Metro Detroit.  ■

Building For The Future

Rabbi Berel Shemtov, director of 

Lubavitch of Michigan for more 

than 50 years, is moved to tears as 

he shares the original blessing from 

the late Lubavitcher Rebbe at the 

founding of the school in 1965.

Donor Alan Zekelman helps Mendel, 5, and Levi, 4, Greenberg of Pudong, 

Shanghai, China lay the foundation stone. The Greenbergs’ parents are both 

alumni of the school and are Lubavitch emissaries in China.

Joyous dancing erupts after the groundbreaking ceremony. 
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You get
More 

for your
Money!

DESIGNS IN DECORATOR WOOD & LAMINATES, LTD.
It Doesn’t Have To Cost A fortune…Only Look Like it!

Complete kitchen and bathroom remodeling as well as furniture 
and installations including granite, wood and other materials.

Lois Haron Allied Member ASID 248.851.6989

Contact Larry Allan
33700 Woodward Ave. • Between 14 Mile & Lincoln • Birmingham, MI 

If you are not wearing it… sell it!... 
or BORROW on it! 

You can’t enjoy jewelry if it’s sitting in your safe 
deposit box. Sell or borrow on it for immediate cash. 
We deal in jewelry, watches, diamonds and coins.

A Service to
Private Owners,
Banks & Estates

248-644-8565
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www.originalhagopian.com
1-800 HAGOPIAN (424-6742)

Rug Care Centers & Showrooms

4 9999Rooms

2 5999Rooms

7' 5999Sofa or
2 Chairs

In Home
Cleaning*

*Some restrictions apply

Oak Park Novi Ann Arbor Birmingham Utica

2 for 1
Rug Cleaning

When you bring them to any
of our drop-off centers,

we’ll clean every other one

FREE!

Cleaning Specials

yyyyyyyyyyyyyynynyyyyy Ask About Our

Expert Rug Repair
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Lubavitch Yeshiva breaks ground 
for two new buildings.


